
                       Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 1 February, 2022

Held at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present – Andrew Shone – Chair, Cllrs Mark Goddard, Ruth Appleby, Joanne Nichols & Gemma Cook
In Attendance—Martin Chilvers – and 5 parishioners

1. Apologies for absence – There were apologies from Cllr Peto.
2. Declarations of interest – None were declared. 
3. Minutes of the last Ordinary meeting – The minutes of the meeting, having been circulated, were 

accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair.
4. Public Question Time – a) Cllr Riddle was unable to attend.
5. Matters arising
a) item 5a: Ray Windfarm update  :    The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed.
b) item 5b: Road safety in the Parish  :   There was agreement by the Councillors that anything NCC can 
introduce to slow the speed of traffic through the village would be welcomed. It was agreed that to move 
the 30mph signs to the top of Bankfoot hill would be beneficial in slowing down traffic and the Clerk was 
asked to pursue this with NCC. Meantime following comments from Mrs Watson it was agreed by the 
Councillors not to seek road surface parking bay marking in the lay-by near Bankfoot. It was agreed to add
a message on the Parish Council Facebook to seek volunteers for the Community Speed Watch scheme. 
c) item 5c: Revitalising Redesdale update: The Clerk provided a report of the activities available including 
the Radio Play available via the Revitalising Redesdale website and the legacy planning for when the 
project completes at the end of 2022.
d) item 5d:   Solar light near Redewater View houses  :   The Clerk provided an update on the work to be 
carried out by NCC in due course although a date had not as yet been scheduled. He advised that a 
lantern had been ordered in readiness for the installation of the column by NCC.
e) item 5g: Local Otterburn directory map: The Clerk provided the results of the Facebook voting as well 
as comments left by residents visiting the Memorial Hall. The Councillors agreed with the majority of votes 
for the ‘picture’ map on a stone plinth, providing it had colour added. It was also agreed that this option 
was preferred to those provided by other contractors. The Clerk was asked to contact the contractor to 
determine next steps. 
f) item 5f: Signage and lighting for the defibrillator at the Memorial Hall: Cllr Appleby advised she had not 
as yet had a chance to consider the appropriate signage to highlight the defibrillator at both the Memorial 
Hall and the RTC Sports Centre.
g) item 5g: Storm Arwen learnings and BT digital landlines: There was discussion about the various 
experiences during both storms Arwen and Malik and the lack of communications and support from the 
authorities. There was agreement to write to the authorities and share feedback with NCC as part of the 
review being undertaken as well as seek a meeting to include the Memorial Hall committee to discuss and 
agree the set up of a warm hub in the event of future power outages.

6. Finance
a) Finance update: The Clerk advised that the bank balance was presently £13,680.39.
b) C  lerk’s salary and expenses for December, 2021 & January, 2022  : The Clerk’s claim for salary £412.69 
and expenses (£8.00) was agreed.
c) Payment of invoice to J. Hartshorne for repair to play area gate and solar light: The payments of 
£142.00 and £165.84 for materials and labour were agreed. 
d) Payment of invoice for £65.00 + VAT to Lilac Orchard Ltd (Dragons Breath Solar): The payment for 
service and repair of solar light battery unit was agreed.

7. Planning
a) There were no planning applications to consider this month. 

8. New Business
a) Queen’s Jubilee celebrations and possible funding: There was a request for public participation in this 
topic so the Chair agreed for it to be discussed at the end of the meeting.
b) Repairs to the Otterburn trail adjacent to Le Petit Château: The Clerk advised he had confirmation from 
Bruce Wilkinson (Project Manager, Revitalising Redesdale) that repairs were to be made on the trail in 
2022.
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c) ’Christmas tree’ in Millennium Green: There was discussion on possible options to have a live tree in the
Millennium Green to avoid the need to have a cut tree each year. The Clerk was asked to obtain quotes 
for the various options.
d) Plans for developing the Millennium Green: The Clerk shared the thoughts from Cllr Peto of possibilities
for the Millennium Green. It was agreed there should involvement from local residents before any action 
was taken and seek comments on the Parish Council Facebook.
e) Woodland Trust saplings for Millennium Green: The Clerk advised that the saplings were due to be 
delivered in March. There was discussion on the location where these would be planted and how to seek 
volunteers to help plant them. 
f) ‘Village in Bloom’ competition 2022: The Clerk advised that Cllr Peto had confirmed he would be willing 
to organise the competition again this year. There was discussion of providing a shield to record each 
years winners. It was also suggested to have prizes for winners including an engraved trowel and seeds 
rather than cash prizes.
g) Date for spring village litter pick: Various dates in March were discussed and the Clerk was asked to 
communicate a preferred date with a back up in case of bad weather.
h) Noticeboard on Memorial Hall external wall: It was agreed the noticeboard did require some attention 
and new coat of varnish. There was discussion about the smaller noticeboard that had a faded map in it 
however the key was missing to open it.
9. Any other business / Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
a) The Chair made a suggestion of a possible cycle fixing station in Otterburn. There was general 
agreement and it was agreed to discuss in detail at the next meeting.
b) The Clerk raised a matter that Cllr Peto had requested to be highlighted. It covered the recent news 
article reporting that there should be NCC budget made available for some degree of improvements to 
public toilets in Northumberland.
c) The Clerk highlighted that Gill Cowell (iNorthumberland) should be attending the March meeting to 
provide an update on high speed broadband roll-out.

Item 8a: Queen’s Jubilee celebrations and possible funding: Mr Keay provided details on the early 
thoughts of the Memorial Hall committee for celebrating the jubilee. He reported on the responses he had 
received from other committees and advised he was looking to arrange an initial meeting to begin the 
project. He additionally highlighted that there was possible £500 funding available from NCC for the 
Queen’s Jubilee events / projects.
10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council to be held at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 1 March, 2022 at Otterburn Memorial Hall.
Open surgery
Mr Hartshorne reported on the parking problems created during a Le Petit Château open day recently. It 
was reported that vehicles were parked blocking pavements and at some points considerably narrowing 
the main road. It was agreed to contact the Le Petit Château seeking solutions to reduce the problems.

Mr Keay referred to the discussion regarding Storm Arwen review and shared the Memorial Hall 
perspective requesting that he was involved in any meeting that was arranged with authorities. He 
highlighted that there appeared to be an expectation that during power outages the Memorial Hall provide 
a ‘warm’ hub for the community, however he advised presently without outside resource and assistance 
this was not something the committee could provide.  There was discussion on how to possibly collate a 
‘directory’ of residents who still had copper landlines and potentially could still communicate to authorities 
during power outages.

Meeting closed at 8.55pm.

2021-22 020122 FebMins


